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he has been appointed to an English inspectorship under
the New Public Health Act. Will you kindly lend me your
valuable aid to impress upon the conscience of our rulers
that it is a poor rule which will not work both ways, and
also to remind them that the sauce for a goose is well

adapted for a gander. I lost my health in India while

serving as a medical officer, and have been on half-pay for
more than two years. I beg to offer my services as aide-de-
camp, therefore, to any general at home, and have the
enormous qualification of ignorance of the duties to be per-
formed. Yours truly,
October, 1872. 

_____________ 

M.B.C.S.

MANCHESTER.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE Manchester Medical Society held its first meeting
this session on the 2nd inst., and, as usual at the first

meeting after the long vacation, the attendance of members
was not up to the average, although the business was of a
varied and interesting nature. Dr. Samelson showed a
case of total absence of the lens and iris, and a case of
retroflexion of the iris, both of traumatic origin, and to the
ophthalmologist of great interest. Dr. Leech related the

particulars of a case shown by him at a previous meeting
of the Society, in which a small tuberculous tumour was
found post mortem in the medulla oblongata. The spe-
cimen was exhibited. It is to be hoped that Dr. Leech will
send the details of this very interesting case for publication
in THE LANCET. Dr. Lloyd Roberts showed a child six
weeks old, with a congenital tumour of the neck and right
breast. The tumour, which Dr. Roberts proposed to excise,
was about the size of a fcetal head, and was increasing; it
was most probably malignant. Dr. Roberts also showed an
inflated cyst, removed by abdominal section, which was
supposed to be ovarian, but which proved to be unconnected
with the uterus or appendages, to have no pedicle or other
attachment beyond being covered with peritoneum. The
woman made a good recovery. Dr. Roberts further showed
the scoop used by Professor Simon, of Heidelberg, for the
removal of excrescences in cases of cancer of the uterus, and
spoke very favourably of its use in arresting the progress
of the disease, stopping hsemorrhage, and relieving pain, in
several cases of uterine cancer under his care in St. Mary’s
Hospital. Mr. Cullingworth showed, and made some inte-
resting observations on, a case of chancre of the lip in a
woman aged twenty-eight. It occupied about two-thirds of
the upper lip, invading all the structures between the lip
and nose. It had existed for five weeks, during the last
two of which it had considerably decreased in size. There
wa no glandular enlargement to be detected. Mr. White-
head showed a woman whose elbow-joint he had excised ten
months ago, while she was suffering from tertiary syphilis.
The disease extended two inches and a half up the humerus.
She now follows her occupation of charwoman, having free
movement not only of flexion and extension, but also of
pronation and supination. Dr. Haddon read a paper on
acute rheumatism in private practice, with special reference
to temperature as diagnostic of cardiac complication.
Manchester, Oct. 29th, 1872.

IRELAND.

(From our own Correspondent.)

AT a meeting of the Provost and Senior Fellows of the
University of Dublin on Saturday last, it was arranged that
Dr. MacDowel, late Professor of Anatomy, should be re-
elected at a reduced salary of &pound;750 per annum. It was
also resolved that a professor of Comparative Anatomy
should likewise be appointed, to be partly endowed from
the fees of the dissecting-room, who shall deliver forty lec-
tures on that subject, and shall also attend two hours daily
in the dissecting-room of the University School of Physic,
and shall receive &pound; 100 a year from the College funds for
performing these duties. This, combined with a moiety of
the dissecting-room fees, will bring the emolument to .8300

or &pound; 400 a year; but the holder will not be allowed any
private practice. It is confidently expected that Dr.
Macalister, Professor of Zoology, will be appointed to this
new post.
On Monday, the 21st inst., Mr. O’Grady, one of the

surgeons to Mercer’s Hospital, performed the operation of
ovariotomy, and up to this period the woman has pro-
gressed most favourably, although at one time suffering
from peritonitis. The cyst was uniiocuiar, and contained
about seven pints of serum, and there were but few ad-
hesions present. The mortality in this city from ovariotomy
is something extraordinary, about six cases on’y having
proved successful; and the only explanation of this re-
markable fact is that surgeons her,- wait too long before
operating, so that the patient’s constitntion is debilitated,
and they become unable to resist the effects of such an im-
portant operation.

Dr. O’Brien having retired from the medical charge of
the Johnstown Dispensary, Edenderry Union, the Com-
mittee of Management and his o’her friends lately pre-
sented him with a purse containing 230 s vereigns, a
splendid carriage, and an address expressing their respect
and regard, and requesting him to accept the testimonial
as a mark of their gratitude for the manner in which he had
discharged the important duties of medical officer to the
district for a period of fifty-two years.

Dr. Hamerton, medical officer of the Wilkinstown and
Castletown Dispensaries, was last week presented with a
covered carriage and a purse containing a sum of money, as
a token of the high esteem entertained for him in the dis-
tricts in which he has laboured for the last thirty-seven
years, and as an evidence of the gratification of his many
friends at his recovery from a severe and protracted illness.
A highly complimentary address was also given to Dr.
Hamerton at the same time.
At a meeting of the Dublin Sanitary Association, held on

the 24th inst., Alfred Baker, Esq., President of the British
Medical Association, was unanimously elected an honorary
member of the Association.

In consequence of the numerous deaths from chloroform,
ether is now being used as an anaesthetic in one of our
hospitals in this city with great success by a surgeon who
has invented an instrument for inhaling the ether. It

generally takes about five minutes to produce insensibility.
A butcher named Nolan was last week summoned by a

sanitary inspector for having in his possession a quantity
of beef exposed for sale, which, on examination by Dr.
Cameron, the city analyst, was found affected with pleuro-
pneumonia, was putrid, and quite unfit for food. Mr. Dix,
the presiding magistrate, astonished his audience by sen-
tencing the delinquent to a month’s imprisonment, in order,
as he said, to put an end to the system of selling diseased
meat; but later in the day he was induced to let off the
offender with a fine of &pound;3 and costs.

. Dublm, Oct. 29th, 1872. 
-------

PARIS.

(From our own Correspondent.)

So much has been said touching’ the entire harmlessness
of puncture of the knee by means of the aspirating trocar
that it is really very important to notice a case which was
brought this week before the Society of Surgery, and which
shows that the operation is not free from danger, and must
be used with some care and discrimination. Dr. Dubreuilh,
who had the case under his care in the wards of one of the
Paris hospitals, deserves credit for his candour in immedi-

ately making the fact public. The patient. was admitted
into his wards for a fracture of the patella, with considerable
separation of the fragments and a vast effusion of blood in
the articular fossa. Dr. Dubreuilh, with the object of re-

lieving his patient and diminishing the size of the knee,
and confident in the harmlessness of the operation, as uni-
versally admitted, peiformed puncture with the aspirator
on the inner surface of the joint. No fluid issued. A
second puncture on the outer surface was equally unsuc-
cessful. Dr. Dubreuilh then concluded that there existed
only clotted blood in the joint, so did not insist farther,
but immediately stopped the two capillarv openings with
collodion, and covered the whole with oil-silk.
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During the first few days after the puncture, no sym-
ptoms were observed, but on the Tuesday (the day before
Dr. Dubreuilh’s communication) the patient complained of
having snffered the whole night. There was high fever;
the swelling of the knee had considerably increased, at-
tended by violent pain, and, on examining the joint, Dr.
Dubreuilh stated that the external opening was gaping.
On the following day the patient presented all the signs of I
purulent arthritis, which, said Dr. Dubreuilh, would pro-
bably cause death, whereas, had puncture not been em-
ployed, the patient would very likely have recovered.
In the discussion which followed this interesting com-

munication, Dr. Duhreailh’s colleagues at the Society were
unanimous in condemning indiscriminate puncture of the
knee by means of the aspirating trocar. They were agreed
in discarding the puncture except in cases where it was
absolutely needed. M. Verneuil recommended immobilisa-
tion of the knee by means of the silicated apparatus for
such cases of acute hsydrarthrosis. Dr. Guyon advocated
the use of a large blister. Drs. Trelat, Marjolin, and
Despres said they were averse to using the puncture in cases
where the effused liquid was blood, and finally all agreed
in the opinion that "aspirating" must be regulated within
certain limits.
On Saturday last, a meeting of the five Academies

constituting the Institute of France took place at the
Palais de l’Institut. It was expected that M. Thiers
would attend, but he was prevented. M. Bouley, vete-
rinary surgeon at Alfort, represented the Academy of

Sciences, of which he is a member, and read a very able
paper (perhaps some other subject might have been of
more general interest to the auditory) " On the Importation
and Propagation of Foot-and-Mouth Disease." The dis-
course was, however, respectfully listened to.
A report was again current last week concerning the ill-

health of M. Thiers, who, dit-on, was suffering much from
his eyes, and had been obliged to again call in Dr. Des-
marres, the oculist. The repoit, however, is without any
foundation, and the President of the Republic is now en-

joying perfect health.
Whilst on the subject of the health of French celebrities,

I may just mention that the illustrious Guizot is said to
be ill with bronchitis, and that the Duke de Grammont,
whose name is so well known in connexion with the late
war, is suffering from an acute disorder of the alimentary
canal, with typhoid symptoms. A few days ago the bul-
letins touching his health were rather alarming, but they
are now hopeful.
In my last letter I mentioned that the Faculty of Medi-

cine would open its academical year on the 4th of next
month. It may be of interest to notice in a few words the

programme which has been drawn up for the winter course.
M. Gavarret will lecture on the physical phenomena of
vision; M. Cruveilhier (the younger) will lecture, instead of
Professor Dolbeau, on the surgical affections of the genito-
urinary apparatus; Professor Sappey on the various sys-
tems of locomotion, circulation, and innervation ; Professor
Chauffard on "common morbid elements" and the ele-
ments of general therapeutics ; M. Wurtz (the Dean) on
the chemical phenomena of respiration and nutrition; M.
Axenfeld, on the diseases of the genito-urinary organs;
M. Tillaux, on surgical appliances; Professor Robin, on
histology; and M. A. Oilivier, instead of Professor Darem-
berg, on the history of medicine. Lectures on the subjects
of clinical medicine will be given as usual at La Cbarite by
Dr. See ; H6te) Dieu, by Dr. Behier; La, Pitie, Dr. Las-
segue; La Cilarit&eacute;, Dr. Booillaud. Clinical surgery witl be

represented at La Cnarite hy Dr. Gosselin; La Clinique, by
Dr. Broca; La Pine, Dr. Verneuil; Hotel Dieu, Dr. Riehet.
Professor Depaul will lecture on obstetrics, and Dr. Roger
on diseases of children. at the Enfant-Jesus.

It is with great regret I mention the death of M. Charles
Daremberg, who had only a short time ago (about two
years I think) ben appointed Professor of the History of
Medicine at t h Paris Faculty. There had been much reluct-
ance among the professors of the school as to the creation
of a special chair for the History of Medicine, and one
of the chief grounds for their aversion was the small
number of candidates. Daremberg stood out solus, how-
ever ; and about his abilities and learning there could not
be the slightest doubt, so that, as soon as the chair was
created, he was unanimously appointed thereto. He

was not very successful as an orator, but was eminently
so as a writer ; and his translations of Hippocrates,
Galen, Oribase, and Rnfus, as well as numerous papers
pnblished in the scientific and daily press (Daremberg was
an assiduous contributor to the Journal des D&eacute;bats) gave
him a high rank among the historians of medicine. He
had been often sent out on missions by the French Govern-
ment to investigate questions of bibliographic interest, and
had frequently gone through much trouble and personal
expense in carrying out his learned’ researches, which,
through their special character, did not bring him the re-
nown, popularity, and pecuniary success which he would
have gained had he devoted his energies and perseverance
to other and more practical pursuits.

Dr. Alphonse Guerin, whose name as the author of the
cotton-wool plan of dressing I have so often had occasion to
mention recently, has been the victim of a bit of thieving
most audaciously carried out. Whilst he was one day last
week engaged in his duties at the hospital, a chevalier
d’industrie called upon his servant with a forged note from
the doctor, asking his servant to send a sum of money which
he required for the immediate purchase of an instrument
needed for an operation. The money was given, and since
then nothing has been heard of the borrower.
The health of Paris continues to be remarkably good.

The deaths last week were only 730, an extraordinarily
good fig nre compared with the corresponding season during
preceding years.
On Saturday last the Sixth Council of War, sitting at

Versailles, condemned to death as a defaulter Dr. Rpgnard,
formerly house-surgeon of the Paris hospitals, on account of
the important part which he took in the proceedings of the
Commune.
The Society of the Medical Officers of the Paris Bureaux

de Bienfaisance has just resumed its sittings. Among the
questions placed upon the board for discussion is this most
important one : Is it possible to supersede the establishment
of the new Hotel Dieu by annexing to each maison de
secours a small hospital-asylum of ten beds in each arron-
dissement, and by improving the present system of home
assistance afforded to the poor of Paris:’ ?

Paris. October 29th. 1872.

COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

AT the special meeting of the Council of the College of
Surgeons on Thursday, the 31st October, Mr. John Birkett
was elected an Examiner in the vacancy caused by Mr.
Busk’s resignation. The names of two other gentlemen
were proposed.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON. -

The flowing gentlemen were duly admitted Fellows of
the College on Oct. 31st :-

C’yley, William, M.D. Lond., Welbeck-street.
iVladden, William Herries, M.D. Edin., Torquay.
Murray, Wlliam, M.D. Durham, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Tetley, Jelmes, M.D. Edin., Torquay.

The following gentlemen, on the same day, were admitted
Members of the College :-

Truce, John Mitchell, M.B. Lond., Gray’s-inn-place.
Sparks, E-.w. Isaac, M.B. Oxtord, Crewkerne, Somersetshire.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL. - The following gentlemen
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi-
cine, and recieved certifleates to practise, on Oct. 24th:-

Bedford, Charles William, Brighton.
Clark, Peter, Statham, Leicestershire.
Fttizi, Judah Moses, Gower-street.
Hopkins, Rees, Poutypridd, Glamorganshire.
Le Mott&eacute;e, George Herbert, Guernsey.
Parker, George Williims, Newcross-road.
head, Charles, Jewiu-street.

As Assistants in Compounding and Dispensing Medicines :-
Harley, Edw rd Thomas, Enfield, Middlesex.
Tayl r, Stephen John, Westbury, Wilts.

The following gentlpman also on the same day passed his
Primary Professional Examination:-

Smitb, Herbert Neale, Guy’s Hospital.


